West Rainton Parish Council Funding Report - Funding provided from March 2018-2019 - £6000
Durham Area Youth has delivered in West Rainton since April 2018 running 36 weekly sessions
(4 hours a week) and have also delivered 6 additional days of activities and trips during school
holidays.In total 86 young people aged between 8-17 years old have engaged at least once with the
project. Many return on a weekly basis and take part in the youth group activities. Attendance at the
sessions has come from young people living in all areas of the village including young people from
the travelling community.
Since Durham Area Youth started attendance at the sessions is nearly 3x the number of children that
first came in April and on some occasions sessions have reached capacity with the current funding
available to cover staffing.
The table below shows the number or individual participants attending each month during 2018;
April
30

May
41

June
47

July
60

August
50

Sept
73

Oct
86

Nov
71

You can clearly see that each month has seen a gradual grow in numbers throughout the year. The
small drop in numbers during August was linked to the summer holidays and children being away.
By gathering this information during our first year it allows us to look at planning for 2019 and
predicting future engagement.
Activities Provided– April 2018-December 2018
It has been a learning curve since starting delivery in regards to what works for delivery with the
different age groups. The 8-11 year olds have settled well and been responsive to open youth
sessions held in the Jubilee Hall. The younger group sessions has grown from strength to strength
and involved a mixture of centre based, outdoor activities and community projects.
The older group 12+ have been very challenging with a core group of 6-10 young people lacking
interest in engaging properly with the youth workers and sessions within Jubilee Hall and lacked
respect for the building or the youth group rules. For this reason, for this small group, the sessions
and the activities moved to detached youth work at adventure lane park where youth workers found
these young people were more likely to engage. During the summer months this worked to a certain
extent but the children’s behaviour still presented issues and stopped other young people attending
and the youth workers are still communicating with them with the hope of continuing detached
youth work into 2019. It is likely this will need specific grant funding to pilot a targeted project with
the highly dis-engaged young people highlighted as the core group.
We have also developed a partnership with West Rainton Primary school where we now delivery a
weekly after school club for young people who don’t attend other sessions. They get to do a sporting
activity and then have a meal cooked for them before the main youth session. The sessions started
with low numbers but after making adaptions, working with the school and listening to parent
feedback we now have 28 young people attending the afterschool club. All 28 young people also
attend the evening youth project on a Monday. (school participants included in numbers above)

Dec
77

Examples of the activities being provided within the weekly sessions
Arts and Crafts
o
o
o

Seasonal crafts – Easter cards, Halloween decorations, Christmas wreaths, tree baubles
Stone painting
Models and Animals from stones, twigs and leaves

Cooking
o

Healthy Meals – Lasagne made with quorn mince and leaks, Spaghetti Bolognaise, Beetroot and
Cream Cheese Chocolate cake

Sports and Team games
o
o
o

Football, Dodgeball, Rounders, Basketball
Problem solving games
Team Quizzes
Team scavenger hunts

o
Out of Centre Activities
o
o
o

o
Myth Busters
o
o
o
o

Moorhouse – Orienteering, Climbing, Rifle Shooting, Caving
Visits to Museums
Forest School and bush craft at Wharton Park
Go Karting
Traveling and Gypsie Community
Asylum Seekers and Refugees
Bullying vs Banter
Drugs, alcohol and sexual health

Examples of projects involved in
Involvement in the following community projects
World War 1 Remembrance Day Project
Entries into the Village Show
Planted and maintained 2 flower tubs
West Rainton Youth Football Team (funded by Sport England)
Anti bullying project “What’s banter, what’s bullying”
Affects of drugs and alcohol on the mind and body
Support the fixing of the Bike track at Adventure Park
Outdoor activity safety
Community safety, Bonfires and fireworks – Stranger Danger

Additional services provided
The following have been provided by staff choosing to volunteer their own time to ensure the
success of the project in its first year and provide great opportunities and the best support they can.
Youth Work Course Level 1 – 11 people completed (usually costs £200 per person)
Youth Work Course Level 2 - 12 people (usually costs £500-£800 per person)
Courses have been provided for free via connection with Sunderland College
CV building and creation with parents and young people
Interview skills with 16/17 year olds and some parents
Signposting to relevant services, e.g health clinics, education & training and council services
Supporting access to education for parents and adults in the travelling community
5 Parent volunteers and 2 community volunteers engaged and offered additional support and training

Outcomes achieved in 9 months:













Provided a youth service for 86 young people aged 8-17 years
Delivered 42 activity sessions
Increased the social development for young people, improving confidence
Supported SEN children and children with difficult life circumstances in conjunction with
Council Social Workers and others
Worked to reduce the barriers between young people and adults in the community
Provided young people with a voice and safe place to speak
Developed partnerships with 8 community groups, local police and PACT group, travelling
community workers and Durham County Council
Developed mutually beneficial relationships with West Rainton Primary and Belmont
Community School
Developed opportunities for young people to access MoorhouseAdventure centre
Held inter village social events and combined trips In an attempt tobreak down territorial
barriers between villages
Engaged with young people from across the village ensuring sessions are inclusive for all
Myth busting with local stereotypes or opinions of the travelling community, parish council
and local community buildings

Forecast Outcomes till March 2019
To continue the high quality youth provision currently being provided. We don’t forecast that the
numbers will grow much further as we are at capacity for the younger group due to funding for
staffing. Numbers can grow in the future but funding would need to be increased to cover staffing to
cater for the need and interest.
The continued partnership work between the lead youth worker and local organisations will
continue to grow the relationships moving into further delivery in 2019.
Past March 2019 we also hope to look at funding for events and school holiday activity provision.
Has the funding provided the Parish Council with value for money?
It has cost Durham Area Youth in terms of staffing £10,154 to deliver the West Rainton Youth Project
from April 2018-March 2019.
This has delivered 42 weekly sessions engaging with 86 young people in the first 9 months.
In addition to staffing costs there are also venue hire and resource costs which have not been
included in the costing above. This does also not include the school holiday provision and the
additional time staff take to set up and plan activities and sessions. All staff volunteer additional
hours to gather items for sessions, provide additional support to the wider families around
completing applications and also attending additional meetings to enhance partnerships and
opportunities for the children. Staff have gone over and above their paid hours and showed full
commit to the success of the project.

With the parish council funding of £6,000 for 2018-2019 Durham Area Youth believe it has provided
good value for money and thank staff for going over and above to ensure the success of the project.
Here’s what the community think so far:

"The youth staff are doing an amazing job, I take my hat off to
them for their perseverance with certain individuals"
Neighbour of Jubilee Hall

"We are grateful that Durham Area Youth have provided
provision for the younger members of the community. My
children are 8-12 years and love coming to the youth club"
Parent of 3 younger members of the project

Young People from West Rainton enjoying an activity day at
Moor House Adventure Centre

"Durham Area Youth have helped my son gain confidence, before he attended the project he never
mixed with people outside of school, now he is and has made friends.”
Parent of a young person attending the project
“Since staff have been in post from Durham Area Youth the youth anti-social behaviour has been
reduced in the area.”
Police sgt Kevin Hall, Durham Constabulary

Playing sports at adventure
lane playing fields

Variety of arts and crafts in the
youth room

Variety of games and activities
as a group
room

Team building activities in the
main hall

Trip to Beamish as part of the
WW1 Project

