DRAFT MINUTES
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE FIELD HOUSE COMMUNITY LIAISON COMMITTEE (CLC)
HELD ON
WEDNESDAY 23rd JANUARY 2019 AT 6.00pm
AT THE SITE OFFCES, FIELD HOUSE SURFACE MINE

Present:
Denise Harland – Chairperson and representative of STOPWR
Steve MacQuarrie (SMQ) – Hargreaves Surface Mining Limited (Hargreaves)
Paul Davies (PD) – Hargreaves Surface Mining Limited
Trevor Meek (TM) – Field House Site Manager
Councillor Bill Kellett – Durham County Council (DCC)
Claire Teasdale (CT) (Planning Officer) – DCC Planning Department
Mike Tweddle (MT) (Monitoring Officer) – DCC Planning Department
David Turnbull – Pittington Parish Council
Peter Morson (PM) - West Rainton Parish Council
Arthur Dornan (AD) - West RaintonCommunity Partnership

Item
1.

Action
Apologies for Absence
Apologies were received from Cllr David Hall,Danielle Pearson and Jacky Worthington.
Jon Steer and Paul Holt did not attend

2.

Previous Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 28th November 2018 were considered. A typo was
identified at Item 6, first bullet point, ‘818’ should be ‘18’. Subject to this change the
minutes were approved and signed as a correct record. SMQ to forward to CT to upload
onto the Council’s website.

3.

AP9 SMQ

Matters Arising
Nothing was raised.

4.

Review of Action Points
AP1 - Completed.
AP2 - Completed.
AP3 - CT advised that the CLC concerns regarding the derestricted section of the highway
on Robin Lane at the entrance to the Field House site had been reported to DCC
Highways. In response the Highways Department had confirmed that no requests had
been made to introduce a lower speed limit and there were no plans to do so. The CLC
maintained that the speed limit on Robin Lane should be reduced to align with the
50mph limits on the A690 and on Robin Lane at the City of Sunderland boundary. It was
agreed that a request for a speed limit reduction should be made to DCC Highways and
information sought on the way this could be pursued.
AP10 CT
AP4 – Completed.
AP5 – See Item 5.
AP6 – Completed.
AP7 – TM confirmed that lighting had been provided at the entrance for the benefit of
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CLC attendees.
AP8 – PD confirmed that the non-material amendment (NMA) had been submitted to
DCC earlier in January.

5.

CLC/Community Fund Committee (CFC) Constitution
Documents relating to the draft CFC Constitution and the draft Application Form and
Guidance Notes had ben circulated to all CLC members in advance of the meeting. These
documents included a number of changes since the previous version tabled to the last
meeting. SMQ explained the changes and how they related to comments made at the
November CLC meeting. The changes were agreed.
Clause 12.2 of the draft Constitution was discussed. It was agreed that completed
applications for CFC funds would need to be received by Hargreaves at least one week
prior to the 10 day deadline to issue applications to CFC members before a meeting. It
was agreed that the draft Constitution and Guidance Notes should be amended
accordingly and SMQ and the Chairperson were authorised to make appropriate
amendments. Subject to this minor change the draft Constitution, Application Form and AP11
Guidance Notes as tabled to the meeting were approved.
SMQ
It was agreed that the approved documents should be circulated toall CLC members, and
to the Clerks of the West Rainton and Leamside Parish Council, Pittington Parish Council
and Hetton Town Council. It was agreed that the Clerks should be asked to confirm their
nominated representatives, and alternates in case of any conflict of interest, for the CFC.
It was also agreed that the documents would be sent to the
clerk/secretary/representative of West Rainton and Leamside Community Association,
Pittington Community Association and Moorsley and District Community Association.
All the above organisations would be advised that the first meeting of the CFC would be
held immediately following the next CLC on 27 March 2019.
SMQ confirmed that the first tranche of CFC funds had been paid in to a DCC bank
account to be held and administered by DCC in accordance with the requirements of the
S.106 Agreement.

6.

Hargreaves – Project Update
TM provided a verbal project update explaining work carried out on site to date:







Noise and dust monitoring, no complaints received. Additional measures to
control dust emissions from the Coal Preparation Area, 6m high fence with
debris netting attached presently being erected.
Excavation operations in recent weeks concentrated on the second coal seam,
Fivequarter. The rock above the Fivequarter coal seam is hard but excavators
managing to dig it. The Fivequater coal seam has previously been worked by
Deep Miners.
Coal sales from site continue.
The remedial work to the outer face of Overburden Mound 1 completed.
Overburden Mound 1 has been extended along the north eastern boundary

TM also outlined upcoming work in the near future:


Remedial work to road surface to site entrance and radius from the A690,
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discussions with the Highways Dept. regarding traffic management ongoing.
Continue to excavate overburden, extend Overburden Mound 1 towards north
eastern side of site and recover coal progressing as site design.

SMQ confirmed he would include TM’s presentation in the Project Update note to be
issued in the next few days to all CLC members.
7.

DCC Officer Update
CT reported that the NMA to regularise specific on-site details concerning Overburden
Mound 1, heights of soil mounds, together with minor changes to conditions and plan
variations is currently being considered.
MT reported that he had inspected the site earlier in the day. Work is progressing well,
the hard sandstone was noted, overburden backfill in the initial voids was taking place.
Environmental monitoring continues and no complaints have been received.

8.

Issues / Complaints
No complaints have been received.
TM explained that a non-justified complaint had been made alleging that an HGV
connected to the Field House operations had made a right turn across the A690. TM had
made a thorough investigation and was satisfied that the timing of the alleged incident
did not coincide with any HGV visiting or leaving the site.

9.

Any Other Business
It was agreed that a site inspection by the CLC would be helpful and should be arranged
for the meeting after next when light and weather conditions should be appropriate.

10.

Date of Next Meeting
It was agreed that the next CLC meeting would be held on Wednesday 27th March2019
at 6pm at the Field House Surface Mine site office. The first meeting of the CFC would
follow the CLC meeting.
It was also agreed that a CLC meeting could be called at short notice, at the
Chairperson’s discretion, should circumstances arise which merit this.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 6.50pm.

Signed
Chairperson ……………………………………………………….................

Circulation:

Date: ………………………………

All CLC members, Clerks of West Rainton PC, Pittington PC and Hetton TC.
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