DRAFT MINUTES
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE FIELD HOUSE COMMUNITY LIAISON COMMITTEE (CLC)
HELD ON
THURSDAY 5 SEPTEMBER 2019 AT 6.00pm
AT THE SITE OFFICES, FIELD HOUSE SURFACE MINE

Present:
Denise Harland – Chairperson and representative of STOPWR
Steve MacQuarrie (SMQ) – Hargreaves Surface Mining Limited (Hargreaves)
Paul Davies (PD) – Hargreaves Surface Mining Limited
Trevor Meek (TM) – Field House Site Manager
Councillor Bill Kellett – Durham County Council (DCC)
Councillor David Hall – Durham County Council (DCC)
Claire Teasdale (CT) (Planning Officer) – DCC Planning Department
Mike Tweddle (MT) (Monitoring Officer) – DCC Planning Department
Gillian Patton (GP) – Pittington Parish Council
Peter Morson (PM) - West Rainton Parish Council
Danielle Pearson (DP) (Development Control Manager) – Sunderland City Council Planning Department
Michael Hopper (MH) – Hetton Town Council

Item
1.

Action
Apologies for Absence
The Chair welcomed GP to the meeting. Apologies were received from Arthur Dornan.

2.

Previous Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 22 May 2019 were approved and signed as a correct
record. SMQ to forward to CT to upload onto the Council’s website following necessary
redactions.

3.

AP17SMQ

Matters Arising
Nothing raised.

4.

Review of Action Points
AP15 - Completed.
AP16 - Completed

5.

Community Fund Committee (CFC)
5.1 Update
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Action
SMQ reported that the CFC had held its second meeting on 22 May 2019. Five applications
had been considered from:West Rainton Primary School PTA, WR&LVP Dementia Friendly
Initiative, WR&LVP Bringing the Community Together, Durham Area Youth and Church Vale
Allotment Association.
The first three were approved. The CFC were minded to make a partial award of 50% in
respect of the fourth application from Durham Area Youth subject to further details being
received before payment would be authorised. The fifth application was refused as the level
of expenditure could not be justified.
A total of £27,221.88 has been awarded (subject to further information being supplied) and
a further £25,674.57 (allowing for coal output to 1 September 2019) remains available prior
to the CFC meeting to be held later the same evening.
5.2 CFC Constitution
Cllr Hall asked that the CFC Constitution be reviewed as he felt it was unfair that Sherburn
Village was not an area which could benefit from awards under the Community Fund. He
was simply asking that Sherburn be included in the geographic area and was not proposing
any other changes to the criteria so decisions would continue to be made having regard to
the size of the respective electorates and the impact of surface mining operations on the
relevant communities and the environment. Cllr Hall recognised that the query should have
been raised earlier and he confirmed that no specific projects were in the pipeline but he
wished the matter to be reconsidered.
The CLC noted the request and accepted that Cllr Hall was entitled to raise the issue. The
CLC had regard to the background to the approved Constitution which took account of the
geographic areas determined in the Section 106 Agreement approved between Hargreaves
and DCC at the time of the planning appeal decision. The 106 defined West Rainton and
Leamside Parish, Pittington Parish and Hetton Town Council asthe areas which should be
represented at the CLC and it had been considered therefore that the same areas should
benefit from the Community Fund. If Sherburn were to be included then other areas such as
Belmont and Carrville would also have to be considered.
Following discussion and careful consideration a vote was taken and the request for the CFC
Constitution to be amended was refused.

6.

Hargreaves – Project Update
TM provided a verbal project update explaining work carried out on site to date:






Noise and dust monitoring. No noise or dust complaints received.
Coal sales from site continue, tonnage despatched from site up to WE 18/08/19
257,311t.
Site is progressing with excavated overburden now being placed below ground
level.
Overburden Mound 1 has been seeded to grass.
Heavy overnight rain on 7/8th June caused some flooding at a property on the
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southern boundary of the site, no damage caused. The residents confirmed there is
no mains drainage to the property and flooding had been a problem in past years.
As a gesture to alleviate the problem Hargreaves have carried out works to improve
the drainage in that area.
Protesters on site Monday 19th August. The majority of the protesters were
peaceful but some did cause damage to earth moving machines. The Police were on
site to assist in removing the protesters. All protesters left site mid-afternoon.

TM also outlined upcoming work in the near future:







Continue to excavate overburden and recover coal from the remainder of the site.
Where possible the backfill will be restored to final contours ready for site
restoration in 2020.
Partially constructed subsoil mound SSM E will be re-sited later this month to allow
completion of the site.
Tests have been carried out on the bands of Fire Clay below each coal seam and one
band looks like it will be suitable for the brick industry. It is proposed to recover the
Fire Clay for trials at the brick yard.
Footpath 6 running alongside the eastern boundary of the site – the vegetation to
be cut to allow better access along this footpath.

SMQ confirmed he would include TM’s presentation in the Project Update note to be issued
in the next few days to all CLC members.
7.

AP18
SMQ

DCC Officer Update
MT referred to the recent flooding incident on7/8th June which had been addressed.
MT confirmed that the site was compliant with the planning consent in respect of working
method and operations were moving forward towards restoration work in 2020.
Completion will be weather dependant and may run into 2021 as allowed under the
permission.
CT confirmed that reviews of the Noise Action Plan (NAP) and the Dust Action Plan (DAP)
had been submitted recently and considered by DCC. Consultee comments have been
provided to the site operator.
A submission has been received from Hargreaves relating to Planning Condition 3q
concerningrestoration details. A submission regarding Planning Condition 3r concerning
aftercare details is expected shortly.

8.

Issues / Complaints
Cllr Kellett reported an email he had received earlier in the day from a local resident raising
various concerns and questions largely relating to dust. A range of detailed questions were
raised. Given the issues and level of detail involved and the submission just before the
meeting it was agreed that Hargreaves and DCC would liaise to address the matters and
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Action
enable an appropriate response to be made. The outcome would be reported to the next AP19
meeting.
CT/PD
Cllr Hall asked about handling of complaints and supply of information. CT provided an
overview of DCC procedures and also drew attention to issues around data protection and
confidentiality. CT confirmed that if any breaches of the Field House planning consent
requireenforcement action to be initiated this will be reported to the following CLC
meeting.

9.

Any Other Business
Nothing raised.

10.

Date of Next Meeting
It was agreed that the next CLC meeting would be held on Thursday 5thDecember2019 at
6pm at the Field House Surface Mine site office.A meeting of the CFC is likely to follow the
CLC meeting.
It was also agreed that a CLC meeting could be called at short notice, at the Chairperson’s
discretion, should circumstances arise which merit this.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 6.50pm.

Signed
Chairperson ……………………………………………………….................

Circulation:

Date: ………………………………

All CLC members, Clerks of West Rainton PC, Pittington PC and Hetton TC.

Prepared by Steve MacQuarrie

Page 4

